
 
 
 
 
The Burlington Bulldogs Midget MD 
Rep team has just returned from a 
successful goodwill tour of Germany, 
Switzerland and Italy.  The team won three of their five games, 
outscoring their opposition by an impressive 36-23.  In the course 
of their tour, the team also had an opportunity to visit 
Heidelberg Castle, a village in the Black Forest of Germany, 
downtown Stuttgart, Zurich and Rome and spent a memorable 
New Year’s Eve in Como in northern Italy. 
 
The team played their first game in Mannheim on January 27th, 
hours after getting off an overnight flight 
from Toronto.  While the Canadian boys got 
off to a good start, going up 2-0 in the first 
period, tired legs and jet-lag eventually 
caught up with them as they fell to their 
German hosts by a 6-3 score.  One of the 
German goals was into an empty net as the 
Canadians fought hard to tie the game.  
Goals came from Kirk Forsyth, Matt Gambioli 
and Adam Lemmon.   
 
The following night, the team bussed into nearby Eppelheim to 
play the Ice Bears.  Again, the Bulldogs went out to an early 2-0 
lead.  On this night though, the Canadians kept the pressure on 
and skated to a convincing 16-4 win.  Goals came from Ben Cunko 
with five, Kirk Forsyth with a hat trick, Eric MacRae and Taylor 
Anderson with two each and single goals from Aaron Gould, Pat 
Stapleton, Matt Gambioli and Adam Lemmon. 
 

The Bulldogs played their third game in three 
nights against a very talented Stuttgart team 
(sponsored by Porsche and with their very own 
Russian ringer), losing by another 6-3 score.  
Here again, the Canadian were pressing at the 
end until the German team scored into an empty 
net.  Goals came from Eric MacRae, David 
Graham and Matt Goestch.    
 

After a night off and a bus ride to Zurich, the Bulldogs win their 
fourth game of the series, beating Duberndorf 6-1.  Team captain 
Mitch McInnis and Aaron Gould had two goals each, while Kirk 
Forsyth and Matt Gambioli added goals of their own.    The boys 
found that they had fans waiting for them for this game as a 



group of young Swiss boys – wearing their Team Canada gear 
showed up at the game, asking for autographs and getting into 
the group photo.   
 
The final game of the series was played in Chiasso on the Swiss 
side of the border with Italy and after a great New Year’s Eve 
party on the banks of Lake Como the night before.  Down by a 
goal and fighting off a two-man penalty with less than 3 minutes 
left, the Canadian team evens the score on a Ben Cunko break-
away.  It was Ben’s second goal of the game.  As the seconds 
ticked down, Adam Lemmon scored for 
Burlington to give the Bulldogs the game 
and a winning record in the series.  
Additional goals came from Taylor 
Anderson, David Graham, Matt Goetsch, 
Josh Chapman and Aaron Gould.   
 
Nic Baldwin and Kyle Grimard shared the 
goal-tending duties throughout the series and were both very 
strong in the Canadian nets. 
 
After leaving Chiasso, the team spent two days in Rome visiting 
the Vatican and Coliseum and getting in a few great meals and a 
lot of shopping. 
 
This team represented Burlington and Canada well and came 
home with some great memories. 
 

 


